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Maryland: State-wide and Five Counties



SMADC

 1) Thriving, market-driven farms have the 

resources to be profitable

 2) A Maryland where farmland preservation and 

environmental stewardship positively impact the 

quality of our air and water and protect one of 

our greatest assets, the Chesapeake Bay

 3) A future where profitable farms play an 

integral role in the health and quality of life of 

our community.
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Increasing access to fresh, local food, while 

maintaining the stability and profitability of farms

Building Healthy Communities





So. MD Food Map

Redefine Food Desert

Assess need

Identify obstacles, opportunities

Spur improvements

Overlay data for comparison:

• Agriculture

• Food distribution 

• Income

• Health

• Public transportation www.smadc.com

http://www.maryland/
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Hub and Spoke Model

Locally grown food -- Local need

 Keep food “miles” within community

 Keep food fresher

 24 hour turn-around for fresh produce



Hub and Spoke Model

 Partnerships:

 Farming 4 Hunger: Feeding the Hungry

 Maryland Food Bank

 SMADC: Benefit to Farmers

 Farmers

 Truck, Administration, Warehouse

 Community



Farming 4 Hunger

2014 Accomplishments

 Fresh, local farm food distributed to over  

14,000 So. Md. families 

 Produce moved within 48 hours from field to 

distribution site

 1.2 million pounds of aggregated food from 29 

So. Md. farmers

 70+ food deliveries in 4 months

 8 pre-release inmates provided training and life 

coaching 

 Farmers received $191,000

 Since 2012, F4H partnered with Food Banks to grow/distribute 

over 3 million pounds of produce to DC/Baltimore region
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Aggregated Produce from 

St. Mary’s and Prince 

George’s County farm

Volunteers at a food drop in 

Charles County

F4H Community Engagement



Inmate Outreach & Mentoring



What’s the Future??



 Replicable Model: Hub and Spoke Taskk Force

 Tax Credit Maryland 

 2014: SB 670/HB 1083

 2015: Bill numbers ?

Policy 



 Food delivered, families served

 Farmers engaged, economic benefit to farmers

 Health Assessment: JHU

 Physical/nutritional health

 Access to fresh and affordable food

 Social Health and Emotional Well-being

 Community Health

Assessments / Measuring Impact



So. MD Ag Center / Business 

Park

Centrally Located, Possible Uses:

Food Hub / Distribution Center

New Farmer Incubation

Farmers/ Market (Outdoor, Expansion for 

Indoor)

Equipment Storage

Regional Meat Processing

Aquaculture Processing



Hunger comes in many forms…

All are fed at the Farm



Our choice matters…



Thank You!
Christine L. Bergmark, Ph.D., Executive Director

Southern Maryland Agricultural Development 

Commission (SMADC)

cbergmark@smadc.com 301-274-1922
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